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Cluster Computing Research Project Presented                           
at March Tech Tuesday 

“Developing high performance computing systems at an affordable price: 
bringing supercomputing to Middletown, U.S.A.” was the focus of the March 
Tech Tuesday event. 
How fast is your computer? 500Mhz? 800Mhz? 1,000Mhz? The average 
personal computer today benchmarks at 1,000Mhz. How would you like to have 
a computer with 22,000Mhz? How would you like a computer that fast for only 
$500? That is exactly what students at Ball State University have built. 
 
Cluster Computing promises to be the business tool of the future. A team of Ball 
State University students is building a cluster computer in the College of 
Business right now. A cluster computer is an independent network of personal 
computers that are networked together to harness their cumulative power. The 
result is a system that outperforms traditional supercomputers. The benefits are 
faster processing speed, and superior database capabilities, at a fraction of the 
cost associated with a traditional supercomputer. 
 
The Cluster Computing Research Project (CCRP) at Ball State University began 
in the Fall of 2001 as a student project. It has since taken on a life of its own as a 
hands-on course. It is the only such undergraduate course in the world, and Ball 
State is the only University to teach cluster computing in a college of business. 
 
Donna Penticuff was the winner of a17-inch flat panel monitor.  The prize was 
donated by Pathologists Associated.  Attendees of Tech Tuesday events are 
eligible to win quarterly prizes. Future prizes include a digital camera, portable 
DVD player, and Sony PDA.  Prize sponsors for these gifts include Thompson 
Technologies, n’Harmony, and Cardinal Health Systems.  Ball State 
University’s CICS department will be donating a technology assessment to 
some lucky business.  The value of this assessment is estimated to be $5,000!  
  



 Ball State to Launch Entrepreneurship Lab 

The Entrepreneurship Dynamics Laboratory (EDL) positions the university’s 
nationally recognized entrepreneurship program to offer services to transform 
innovative ideas and projects into commercial applications and products.  
 
"There has been an increasing awareness across Indiana that something needs to 
be done to add new dimensions to the state's economy," said Thomas J. 
Kinghorn, Ball State's Vice President for Business Affairs and Treasurer. 
"Promoting and facilitating entrepreneurship is a critical factor in the success we 
seek.”  
 
"People with ideas need sound business plans and financial backing to make it 
into the marketplace, and the Entrepreneurship Dynamics Laboratory will 
provide expertise to ensure all the factors are in place to help a business get 
started and succeed.”  
 
Kinghorn envisions the lab working on commercial ideas generated by Ball 
State’s iCommunication initiative, which is developing content for new digital 
technologies.  
 
"Other faculty projects and economic development efforts fostered by 
organizations such as the Central Indiana Corporate Partnership and Delaware 
County’s Vision 2006 are also potential sources for business ideas,” said 
Kinghorn, who is the chairman of the technology business development 
initiative for Vision 2006.  
 
The Entrepreneurship Dynamics Laboratory’s creation is the result of a $1 
million federal education grant awarded Feb. 14, 2003 with the sponsorship by 
U.S. Senators Richard Lugar and Evan Bayh, and U.S. Rep. Mike Pence.  
 
The lab will be directed by Donald F. Kuratko, the Stoops Distinguished 
Professor of Entrepreneurship and founding director of Ball State's 
entrepreneurship program.  
”The initiative is the next logical step in the program’s celebrated 20-year 
history,” Kuratko said. "The lab brings the academic world to economic 
development,” Kuratko said. "Because our students will be heavily involved, we 
will provide them with the best laboratory experience in the world, but this also 
gives fledgling businesses access to some incredible resources.”  
 
“This will be a special place where exciting things will happen," he said. 
Kuratko said the lab allows for the expansion of several existing programs and 
the inception of others.  
 
The project will initially include:  
 



 
· Idea Accelerator Initiative - A pre-incubator program that assesses the quality 
of a business proposal. The Idea Accelerator is currently reviewing five business 
plans with the intention of funneling those with the greatest commercial promise 
into the Muncie Innovation Connector, a business incubator. This program will 
seek to review business ideas from a wider geographic area.  
 
· Entrepreneurship Consulting Teams - Undergraduate students majoring in 
entrepreneurship are assigned to businesses to address a particular need or 
challenge the firm faces.  
 
· MBA Business Plan Review Teams - Graduate students assist people in 
developing feasibility plans as part of the Idea Accelerator Initiative or Muncie 
Innovation Connector.  
 
· Fast Growth Internship Program - Students are currently placed with rapid 
growth ventures as interns for 15 weeks. The EDL will add more students to the 
program.  
 
· Collegiate Entrepreneurs Organization - A student-run club that introduces 
undergraduates to the process of starting their own businesses.  
 
Kuratko said additional components to the initiative may be added in the coming 
months, such as using Ball State faculty from various academic fields to do 
research within the lab, developing a student-oriented research and development 
project and conducting meetings between local entrepreneurs and major venture 
capitalists. 
  
 
Employer Showcase Markets Availability of Jobs and Lifestyle to Ball 
State Students 
  
The first “Employers Showcase” was a big success with over 30 businesses and civic 
organizations exhibiting and over 600 students attending.  The theme of the event was  
“A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood . . . Living and Working in Muncie and 
Delaware County”.  Muncie businesses and civic organizations met with students and 
faculty for five hours on the second floor of the Arts and Journalism Building on the 
campus of Ball State University. The “neighborhood” theme is one way the program 
organizers hoped to encourage students to look at the larger community in which they 
currently live.  The event was a combined effort of Ball State University and the Vision 
2006 economic development program. 

  
“This local employer showcase gave students and local organizations the opportunity to 
network and talk about living, working, advancing a career, and raising a family in the 
Muncie community,” said Thomas Kinghorn, Vice President for Business Affairs and 
Treasurer at Ball State and Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Muncie 
Community Technology Initiative component of Vision 2006.  “We want students to 



Community Technology Initiative component of Vision 2006.  “We want students to 
realize that Muncie and Delaware County have a lot to offer,” he added. 
“Overall we felt the event went very well,” said Terry Murphy, Vice President, 
Economic Development for the Vision 2006 Economic Development Alliance. 
“Virtually every exhibitor we spoke with was extremely pleased with the concept and 
the level of participation by Ball State students and faculty, “ noted Murphy. 
  
Vision 2006 is the community’s five-year program to foster job growth and economic 
development in the community.  The program encompasses several goals including the 
expansion and retention of current businesses and the recruitment of knowledge-based 
businesses to the area. 

First Round of Technology Education Series Concludes March 
26th With Program on Intranet/Extranet Development 

While having a Web-site for sales and marketing purposes is a necessary first step 
in implementing an intranet strategy, it is still only the first step. Various entities 
inside (such as employees, for an intranet) and outside (such as customers, for an 
extranet) your organization could increase their level of productivity by having 
interactive access to information that you don't make publicly available on your 
Web-site. 
 
a.       What's the buzz about "enterprise portals" and "knowledge management" 
b.        Identifying your information sharing needs 
c.        Planning to effectively integrate and use these tools in your organization 
d.        Determining what to include (i.e. Policies and Procedures Manual,    
           Announcements, Payroll/Benefits information, etc.) 

  
This month’s program presenters are John Brooks, Senior Consultant, Digital 
Endeavor and Ken Willard, xSPert Solutions. 
  
To register for this event go to the Community Technology Initiative website 
(www.muncietechtoday.com) and click on the “Calendar of Events” or contact 
Melissa Riggle at 765.751.9116 or mriggle@muncie.com. 

  

What is SSTI and Why is it a Great Source for Tech Information? 

The State Science and Technology Institute (www.ssti.org) is the most comprehensive 
resource available for those involved in technology-based economic development.  

Since its inception in 1996, SSTI has developed a nationwide network of practitioners 
and policymakers dedicated to improving the economy through science and technology. 
This network has resulted in unique access to information. SSTI uses this access to 
assist states and communities as they build tech-based economies, conduct research on 
best practices and trends in tech-based economic development, and encourage 
cooperation among and between state and federal programs. 



cooperation among and between state and federal programs. 

Communication 
SSTI supplies information about tech-based economic development through: 

The Web: SSTI's website allows users to learn more about leading tech-based economic 
development programs, take advantage of links to hundreds of available resources, and 
reference past newsletters. 

SSTI Weekly Digest: SSTI's free weekly electronic newsletter provides readers with 
valuable, timely information on critical issues affecting the tech-based economic 
development community.  

Funding Supplement: This electronic publication accompanies the SSTI Weekly Digest 
and provides readers with application information, eligibility criteria and submission 
deadlines for hundreds of funding opportunities offered by the federal government and 
others. 

Education 
SSTI's Annual Conference offers invaluable opportunities for tech-based economic 
development practitioners and policymakers to further their professional development 
and learn how to apply best practices to their situation. Through seminars led by 
seasoned professionals, the conference offers participants the chance to discover 
successful approaches to building tech-based economies, gain information about new 
and existing federal programs, and reach a better understanding of trends in tech-based 
economic development.  

Information 
SSTI maintains current and historical information about tech-based economic 
development programs and the impact they have. SSTI sponsors and affiliates can 
access the information from our in-house comprehensive and up-to-date library by 
searching this website or through phone and e-mail discussions with knowledgeable 
SSTI staff. 

Research 
SSTI conducts research to provide practitioners and policymakers with information 
essential to the development, implementation and evaluation of policies and programs 
for building tech-based economies. In recent years, SSTI has examined the amount of 
state spending on tech-based economic development, state R&D tax incentives, and best 
practices in developing a science and technology strategic plan. 

  
Muncie Innovation Connector (MIC) – Where New Ideas Come to Life! 
Do you have a business idea or concept?  Have you always wanted to run your 
own business? Do you have the passion and desire it takes to be successful?  If so, 
the Muncie Innovation Connector (MIC) would like to talk with you. Business 



the Muncie Innovation Connector (MIC) would like to talk with you. Business 
incubation catalyzes the process of starting and growing companies. A proven 
model, it provides entrepreneurs with the expertise, networks and tools they need 
to make their ventures successful. Incubation programs diversify economies, 
commercialize technologies, create jobs and build wealth. 
Bill Skinner, Director of MIC, is looking for more clients to enroll in the 
incubation program.  “The MIC initiative offers clients the opportunity for a 
physical and/or virtual location,” noted Skinner. 

MIC represents an effective mechanism to assist individuals in the process of 
bringing forth creative ideas that have commercial potential.  MIC’s services 
include: (1) needs assessment, (2) coaching and facilitation, (3) monitoring client 
progress, (4) volunteer mentors, and (5) advisory board expertise.  
Businesses and entrepreneurs interested in the MIC program should contact Bill Skinner 
at the Muncie Innovation Connector at (765) 285-4900 or visit the MIC website.  The 
address is http://www.muncieontheweb.com/mic.asp. 

  

Upcoming Events 

New Economy, New Rules Videoconference: Subject: "New Opportunities in 
Telecommunications." As recent television commercials have made evident, 
telecommunication competition is thriving in Indiana. This program will provide 
information regarding state-of-the-art communication systems for voice and data 
available to businesses in central Indiana as well as explaining network management 
solutions and data equipment and transport services available to business customers. 
There will also be an overview of the terms and conditions that are common to 
telecommunication service contracts. PLEASE NOTE: This April 4th event will be 
held at the Horizon Convention Center instead of the Ball State Alumni Center because 
of scheduling conflicts. The event starts at 7:30 am.   

Tech Tuesday – Subject: Dr. Don Kuratko will present a program on “The 
Entrepreneurship Dynamics Laboratory (EDL)”  EDL will offer services to transform 
innovation ideas and projects into commercial applications and products. This April 15th 
event will be from 4:30 to 6:00 pm at the Horizon Convention Center.  

Life Science Videoconference:  Subject:  Report from the Field:  Results of the Year-
Long Health Industry Skills Gap Analysis.  This event will be held at the Ball State 
University Alumni Center from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm on April 15th.  Lunch will be 
provided to those who register prior to the day of the conference.  

Register for either of these events at the www.muncietechtoday.com website or 
contact Melissa Riggle at:  (TEL) 765.751.9116 or email her at 
mriggle@muncie.com to confirm your attendance.  

  
 



  
 


